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□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify* /enoriM . 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify). 

(Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify* ,_ Dec/M . 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)- 



Form PCT/IPEA/408 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SlSlNARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004AD051 37 



. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-10 



1-10 
1-10 



2. Citations and explanations: 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/IPEA/408 (January 2004) 



tO/584128 



W3ReMPCT/TT0 23 JViiffl§ 

WRITTEN OP.N.ON OF THE INTERNATIONAL — N ° 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY PCT/GB2004/005137 
{SEPARATE SHEET) 



statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1) The documents US-A1 -2003/0222409 and US-B1 -6.171 .351 were nctcited in the inter- 
national search report. Copies of the documents are appended hereto. 

2) Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : GB-A-2.345.308 

D2: US-A1-2003/0222409 

D3: US-B1-6.171.351 

sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 
document): 

A method for connecting a firs, tubular element (14) and a second ,ubu.ar element (1 2) 
ro Z«ngaportiono, the first tubular e.emen, (14) wKhin a portion of the second tubular 

"'Zndlngtfgure 2) the portion of the first tubu.ar element (14) and/or compre^ng the 
expanding vigu , y connection resulting from the 

and the ^ma. surface of the portion of me second tubular element (12), 
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form protuberances on the surface. 

-ru Kiont matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known method for connecting a 
E £E « " —Nr — in ma, me materia, is applied «o trie 
surface by plasma spraying. 

-j-i „ mhlpm to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as: 
The solution pmposedm^ 

Wording to document D1 , thereby arriving a, a method for oonnect,ng a hrst.ubu.ar 
element and a second tubular element according to claim 1 . 

—ore-noted^ 

when placed on the surface of the tubular element. 

« The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
lls^Z^Z claim 8 which therefore is also considered not ,nvent,ve. 
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* ♦ .o.mc 9 7 9 and 1 0 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
of inventive step for the following reasons: 

Cairns , ana 3: see 03, ^^^ZZ^ 
inventive skill, in order to solve the problem posed 

Shelled person would select, in accordance «h circumstances, wthoutthe 
exercise of inventive skill, in order to solve the problem posed. 
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